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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR HAIR
PINNING TIME-DIVISION MULTIPLEXING
CALLS ACROSS TIME DOMAINS

RELATED ART

Communication systems often comprise gateways posi-
tioned between a network, such as, for example, an internet
protocol (IP) network, and communication equipment, such
as, for example, telephones or computing devices. The com-
munication equipment often transmits a data signal via com-
munication protocols and formats that are different from
those used in the network. Thus, the gateway converts the data
signal into a form that is suitable for transmission to the
network.

One communication technique sometimes used by the
communication equipment is time-division multiplexing
(TDM), wherein TDM voice calls are transmitted across a
TDM line, such as a T1 or E1. Often, one or more TDM lines
are coupled to a gateway, and a plurality of channels are
communicated across each TDM line. A TDM voice call can
be carried by one or more of the channels of a TDM line, and
such comprises both voice data and telephone signaling infor-
mation that is used to establish and maintain a session
between a destination device and a telephone from which the
call originated. If the gateway serves a packet network, such
as the Internet, the gateway converts the TDM call data into
data packets that are compatible with the network. As the use
of the packet network grows, it is generally desirable for
packets to be processed efficiently to reduce network conges-
tion and conserve the resources of the network.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The disclosure can be better understood with reference to
the following drawings. The elements of the drawings are not
necessarily to scale relative to each other, emphasis instead
being placed upon clearly illustrating the principles of the
disclosure. Furthermore, like reference numerals designate
corresponding parts throughout the several views.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a conventional com-
munication system having a gateway coupled between a
packet network and a plurality of TDM lines.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary
embodiment of a communication system that has a gateway
coupled between a packet network and a plurality of TDM
lines.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram depicting an exemplary embodi-
ment of a gateway, such as is depicted by FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a housing for
housing a gateway, such as is depicted by FIG. 2.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram depicting an exemplary embodi-
ment of a signal processing element, such as is depicted by
FIG. 3.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram depicting an exemplary embodi-
ment of a central processing element, such as is depicted by
FIG. 3.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary method
employed by a gateway, such as is depicted by FIG. 3, for
handling a TDM call originating from a TDM coupled to the
gateway.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present disclosure generally pertain to
systems and methods for hair pinning time-division multi-
plexing (TDM) calls across time domains. An exemplary
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system for hair pinning TDM calls across time domains com-
prises a gateway positioned between a non-TDM network and
a plurality of communication equipment. Each set of commu-
nication equipment is coupled to the gateway via a TDM line,
and the communication equipment is configured to establish
TDM calls through the gateway via such TDM line. The
gateway comprises a plurality of signal processing elements
configured to encapsualte TDM call data into a plurality of
packets utilizing a protocol suitable for transmission through
the network, and each signal processing element has its own
time domain such that the signal processing elements operate
asynchronously. The gateway also comprises a central pro-
cessing element configured to receive and forward the pack-
ets to the network via the network protocol. The central pro-
cessing element is further configured to identify packets
which are mapped to channels of TDM lines coupled to the
gateway and to forward the packets to the appropriate signal
processing element for transmission through the appropriate
TDM channel. Accordingly, hair pinning across asynchro-
nous time domains is achieved within the gateway.

FIG. 1 depicts a conventional communication system 10
utilizing a conventional gateway 12. The conventional gate-
way 12 has a plurality of TDM interfaces 14 coupled to TDM
lines 15, such as, for example, T1s or Els. The TDM lines 15
extend from communication equipment (not shown in FIG. 1)
to the gateway 12, and the TDM lines 15 transmit various
types of data, including digitized TDM voice calls, from the
equipment to the TDM interfaces 14. Each TDM line 15
communicates a plurality of TDM channels separated by
time. As an example, as known in the art, a standard T1 line
communicates 24 channels at an aggregate rate of 1.544
Mbps, but other numbers of channels and data rates are pos-
sible.

The gateway 12 further comprises a network interface 17,
such as, for example, an Ethernet interface, coupled to a
non-TDM network 18. In one example, the network 18 com-
prises an internet protocol (IP) network, although the network
18 may comprise any type of communication network in
other examples. Furthermore, the gateway 12 comprises a
plurality of signal processing elements 20 coupled to a central
processing element 22. Each signal processing element 20
comprises a digital signal processor (DSP), and the central
processing element 22 comprises a central processing unit
(CPU). However, other types of signal processing elements
20 and central processing elements 22 are possible. The sig-
nal processing elements 20 are configured to perform conver-
sions between the applicable TDM protocol and the network
protocol, such as, for example, IP, in order to allow the TDM
calls to be routed through the network 18.

Furthermore, the gateway 12 comprises a hardware cross-
connect switch 25, referred to as a “crossbar,” positioned
between the TDM interfaces 14 and the signal processing
elements 20. The crossbar 25 is configured to map the TDM
calls to the appropriate path, such as to a particular signal
processing element 20. Due to such mapping, any of the
signal processing elements 20 can terminate any of the TDM
channels transmitted via any of the TDM lines 15. In addition,
it is possible for the crossbar 25 to map a TDM call received
from one TDM line 15 to a channel of the same TDM line 15
or another TDM line 15 coupled to the gateway 12. In such
case, rather than converting the TDM call into packets utiliz-
ing the network protocol, such as IP packets, and sending the
packets to the network 18 (which would ultimately return the
packets to the gateway 12), the crossbar 25 instead maps the
TDM call directly to the appropriate TDM interface 14. Thus,
the TDM call is not sent to the network 12, and network
bandwidth is conserved. Such a process of forwarding a TDM
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calltoa TDM interface 14 for transmission across a TDM line
15 of the same gateway 12 without forwarding the TDM call
to the network 18 is generally referred to as “hair pinning”

However, a drawback of the conventional gateway 12 is
that each TDM interface 14 is required to operate synchro-
nously (e.g., in the same time domain) due to the presence of
the crossbar 25, which is typically not designed to account for
timing differences between the resources coupled to it. Thus,
for example, the gateway 12 may be required to have a clock
(not shown) that is used to synchronize the resources coupled
to the crossbar 25, or each TDM interface 14 may be required
to share a clock signal that is extracted from one of the data
streams received by the TDM interfaces 14. Requiring each
TDM interface 14 to operate synchronously can be burden-
some to a service provider that is responsible for establishing
and maintaining the TDM lines 15.

FIG. 2 depicts an exemplary gateway 32 utilized in a com-
munication system 30. The gateway 32 is coupled to commu-
nication equipment 34 via a plurality of TDM lines 35. The
communication equipment 34, such as, for example, tele-
phones or computing devices, may be located at customer
premises (CP) 36 or at a remote location between the gateway
32 and one or more CPs 36. Each set of communication
equipment 34 is configured to transmit various types of data,
such as digitized TDM voice calls, to the gateway 32 via a
respective one of the TDM lines 15, such as a T1 or E1.

The gateway 32 is also coupled to a non-TDM network 38,
such as, for example, an IP network (e.g., the Internet). The
gateway 32 is configured to receive TDM calls from the
communication equipment 34 via the TDM lines 35 and to
convert data from the TDM calls into data packets utilizing
protocols suitable for transmission through the network 38.
For example, if the network 38 comprises an IP network, the
gateway 32 converts each TDM call into a plurality of IP
packets for transmission through the network 38. However,
other types of networks 38 and network protocols are pos-
sible. The gateway 32 is further configured to forward packets
between the network 38 and the communication equipment
34. Thus, the gateway 32 receives a TDM call from a TDM
line 35, converts the TDM call into one or more packets for
transmission through the network 38, and forwards the pack-
ets to the network 38.

Furthermore, the gateway 32 is configured to perform hair
pinning across asynchronous time domains. Thus, if the gate-
way 32 receives a TDM call from a TDM line 35 operating in
one time domain, the gateway 32 can forward the TDM call to
a channel of another TDM line 35 that is operating in a
different time domain, as will be discussed in more detail
hereafter. Accordingly, the gateway 32 performs hair pinning
of TDM calls even when the TDM lines 35 are operating
asynchronously.

FIG. 3 depicts an exemplary embodiment of the gateway
32 shown by FIG. 2. Like the conventional gateway 12 of FIG.
1, the gateway 32 comprises a plurality of signal processing
elements 40, a central processing element 42, a plurality of
TDM interfaces 44, and a network interface 47. However, as
shown by FIG. 3, the crossbar 25 (FIG. 1) has been eliminated
from the design of the exemplary gateway 32. Thus, each
TDM interface 44 is coupled to a respective TDM line 35, and
each signal processing element 40 is coupled to one or more
TDM interfaces 44 and terminates a respective set of TDM
lines 35. Each signal processing element 40 is also coupled to
the central processing element 42. In one embodiment, each
signal processing element 40 is coupled to the central pro-
cessing element 42 via an Ethernet bus and communicates
with the central processing element 40 via Ethernet protocols,
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but other coupling means and communication protocols are
possible in other embodiments.

In one embodiment, each signal processing element 40
comprises a DSP, and the central processing element 42 com-
prises a CPU, although different types of signal processing
elements 40 and/or central processing elements 42 are pos-
sible in other embodiments. The central processing element
42 is also coupled to the network interface 47, such as, for
example, an Ethernet interface having an Ethernet transceiver
(not specifically shown) for communicating with the network
35. The network interface 47 is coupled to the network 38
which, as set forth above, may comprise an IP network in one
embodiment. However, other types of networks 38 are pos-
sible in other embodiments. In one embodiment, the compo-
nents of the gateway 32 are integrated and situated within a
housing (not shown in FIG. 3), discussed in more detail
hereafter, although the components of the gateway 32 may be
non-integrated and/or located in different housings in other
embodiments. In one embodiment, the components of the
gateway 32 reside on a single printed circuit board (PCB), but
multiple PCBs may be used, if desired.

It is significant to note that each signal processing element
40 has its own time domain. Thus, a set of TDM lines 35
coupled to one signal processing element 40 are asynchro-
nous to a set of TDM lines 35 coupled to a different signal
processing element 40. Each signal processing element 40 is
configured to convert data from the TDM lines 35 coupled to
it into data packets suitable for transmission through the
network 38. For example, if the network 38 comprises an IP
network, each signal processing element 40 encapsulates data
from its respective TDM lines 35 (e.g., digitized TDM voice
calls) into IP packets. The packets are transmitted from the
signal processing elements 40 to the central processing ele-
ment 42.

The central processing element 42 is configured to receive
packets, determine the respective destination of the packets,
and forward the packets to their appropriate destinations
based on overhead information in the packets. Normally,
upon receiving a packet from a signal processing element 40,
the central processing element 42 transmits the packet to the
network interface 47 for transmission to the network 38.
However, if the central processing element 42 determines that
the packet is from a TDM call that is to be forwarded to
another TDM line 35 coupled to the gateway 32, the element
42 forwards the packet directly to the appropriate signal pro-
cessing element 40 without transmitting the packet to the
network 38. That is, the central processing element 42 hair
pins the packet. The signal processing clement 40 that
receives the hair pinned packet converts the packet back into
a format suitable for transmission across the TDM line 35.
Accordingly, the data of the hair pinned TDM call does not
consume resources external to the gateway 32 on the network
side of the communication system 30.

Note that, although the central processing element 42 man-
ages the hair pinning operations of the gateway 32 of FIG. 3,
hair pinning may be performed directly between the signal
processing elements 40 in other embodiments. For example,
in one embodiment, one signal processing element 40 may
hair pin TDM calls with respect to TDM lines 35 coupled to
the element 40, or the element 40 may pass the calls directly
to the other signal processing element 40 as desired to per-
form hair pinning within the gateway 32. In this embodiment,
each signal processing element 40 has access to TDM map-
ping data (not shown in FIG. 3), discussed in more detail
hereafter, which allows the element 40 to forward the TDM
calls to the appropriate destinations.
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Notably, the hair pinning performed by the gateway 32 can
cross time domains within the gateway 32. That is, data pack-
ets from a signal processing element 40 operating in one time
domain may be forwarded to another signal processing ele-
ment 40 that is operating in a different time domain. Thus,
hair pinning is not restricted to synchronous TDM interfaces
44. Furthermore, each signal processing element 40 has a
jitter buffer (not shown in FIG. 3), discussed in more detail
hereafter, that receives packets from the central processing
element 42 and compensates for timing differences between
different time domains within the gateway 32.

FIG. 4 depicts an exemplary housing 50 for housing com-
ponents of the exemplary gateway 32 of FIG. 2. As set forth
above, in one embodiment, the components of the gateway 32
are integrated and housed within a single housing 50. Thus,
hair pinning of TDM calls can be achieved entirely within the
housing 50 thereby conserving valuable network resources
external to the housing 50.

FIG. 5 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a signal pro-
cessing element 40, such as is depicted by FIG. 3. As set forth
above, the signal processing element 40 is configured to per-
form conversions between TDM formats and the network
protocol in order to facilitate the forwarding of TDM calls
through the network 38 (FIG. 2). The signal processing ele-
ment 40 is further configured to detect call control informa-
tion, such as, for example, call setup or call disconnect infor-
mation, received from the TDM lines 35 coupled to it and to
digitally transmit the call control information to the central
processing element 42 (FIG. 3). In one embodiment, the
signal processing element 40 comprises signal conversion
logic 72 configured to manage the encapsulation of TDM data
into packets utilizing the network protocol, as well as the
deencapsulation of packets from the network 38 into TDM
data for transmission across the TDM lines 35. It should be
noted that the signal conversion logic 72 can be implemented
in software, hardware, firmware or any combination thereof.
In an exemplary embodiment illustrated in FIG. 5, the signal
conversion logic 72 is implemented in software and stored in
memory 70 of the signal processing element 40.

Note that the signal conversion logic 72, when imple-
mented in software, can be stored and transported on any
computer-readable medium for use by or in connection with
an instruction execution apparatus that can fetch and execute
instructions. In the context of this document, a “computer-
readable medium” can be any means that can contain or store
a computer program for use by or in connection with an
instruction execution apparatus.

The exemplary embodiment of the signal processing ele-
ment 40 depicted by FIG. 5 comprises at least one instruction
execution element 60, such as a digital signal processor
(DSP) or a central processing unit (CPU), that communicates
to and drives the other elements within the element 40 via a
local interface 62, which can include at least one bus. Fur-
thermore, an input/output (1/0) interface 66, for example, one
or more data ports, can be used to transmit or receive data to
or from the central processing element 42 and can also be
used to transmit or receive data to or from one or more of the
TDM interfaces 44.

The signal processing element 40 further comprises a jitter
buffer 64 configured to receive data packets from the central
processing element 42, and buffer the packets such that the
timing of the packets on ingress does not need to be synchro-
nized with the internal time domain of the signal processing
element 40. Accordingly, it is unnecessary for the signal
processing element 40 to operate synchronously with the
other signal processing element 40 in order to receive and
process packets derived from such other signal processing
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6

element 40. In one embodiment, as shown by FIG. 5, each
signal processing element 40 comprises a clock 68 for gen-
erating a clock signal that controls the element’s time domain.
In an alternative embodiment, the signal processing element
40 may be configured to derive a clock signal from a data
stream received from a TDM line 35 coupled to it. Other
techniques for controlling the timing of the signal processing
element 40 are possible in other embodiments. Note that the
clock 68 of the signal processing element 40 is independent
from the clock (not shown) of every other signal processing
element 40 in the gateway 32 (FIG. 2) such that all of the
elements 40 operate asynchronously. However, as described
above, each signal processing element 40 has ajitter buffer 64
that allows it to accept packets from a different time domain
without losing data.

FIG. 6 depicts an exemplary embodiment of the central
processing element 42, such as is depicted by FIG. 3. The
central processing element 42 comprises an instruction
execution element 75, such as a CPU or DSP, that communi-
cates to and drives the other elements within the element 42
via a local interface 77. Furthermore, the central processing
element 42 comprises an [/O interface 79, such as, for
example, one or more data ports, for facilitating communica-
tion between the element 42 and the other elements of the
gateway 32, such as the network interface 47 and signal
processing elements 40 (FIG. 3). The I/O interface 79 also
facilitates communication between the element 42 and the
signal processing elements 40 (FIG. 3).

In one embodiment, the central processing element 42
comprises control logic 82 configured to manage forwarding
of data packets between the signal processing elements 40
and the network 38 (FIG. 3). It should be noted that the
control logic 82 can be implemented in software, hardware,
firmware or any combination thereof. In an exemplary
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 6, the control logic 82 is
implemented in software and stored in memory 80 of the
central processing element 42. Note that the control logic 82,
when implemented in software, can be stored and transported
on any computer-readable medium for use by or in connec-
tion with an instruction execution apparatus that can fetch and
execute instructions.

The control logic 82 determines the TDM call’s destination
based on call signaling information received by the gateway
32 from a call originating device. For calls to be hair pinned,
both the call originating device and the call destination device
are coupled to the gateway 32 through a respective TDM line
35. The call signaling information is digitally transmitted to
the central processing element 42, which uses such informa-
tion to manage the call. For example, when a call is initiated
by the call originating device, the call signaling information
indicates call setup and contains the destination phone num-
ber that was dialed or otherwise input by a user of the call
originating device. The central processing element 42 further
comprises configuration data 83 stored in the memory 80 of
the element 42. The configuration data 83 indicates phone
numbers for devices utilizing TDM lines 35 (FIG. 3) coupled
to the signal processing elements 40 (FIG. 2) located within
the gateway 32 (FIG. 2). During call setup, the control logic
82 compares the call setup information to the configuration
data 83 in order to determine how to forward the packets of
the TDM call. The control logic 82 then sets up an inbound
channel and an outbound channel for the TDM call data.

Inthis regard, the control logic 82 selects an available TDM
channel of the line 35 from which the initial call setup infor-
mation, and allocates such channel, referred to as the
“inbound channel,” for the TDM call. The signal processing
element 40 that is coupled to the foregoing line 35 and that
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services the inbound channel shall be referred to hereafter as
the “source signal processing element.”

If the logic 82 determines that the destination phone num-
ber matches a phone number in the configuration data 83, the
logic 82 determines that the TDM call is destined for a TDM
channel of a TDM line 35 coupled to a signal processing
element 40 of the gateway 32 (e.g., the TDM call is to be hair
pinned). In such case, the logic 82 selects an available TDM
channel of the line 35 coupled to the call destination device
(i.e., the device identified by the foregoing telephone number
in the call signaling information) and allocates such channel,
referred to hereafter as the “outbound channel,” for the TDM
call. The signal processing element 40 that is coupled to the
foregoing line 35 and that services the outbound channel shall
be referred to hereafter as the “destination signal processing
element.”

Thus, for a TDM call that is to be hair pinned, the control
logic 82 sets up inbound and outbound channels through
which the TDM call data is transmitted. Note that the same
signal processing element 40 may serve as both the source
signal processing element and the destination signal process-
ing element, such as when the same signal processing element
40 is coupled to and services both the call originating device
and the call destination device. Unless otherwise noted
herein, it will be assumed hereafter that the source signal
processing element 40 and the destination signal processing
element 40 are different (i.e., that the call originating device
and call destination device are respectively coupled to and
serviced by different signal processing elements 40).

In addition to setting up the inbound and outbound chan-
nels, the control logic 82 configures the source signal pro-
cessing element 40 to encapsulate the TDM call data from the
call originating device into packets compatible with the net-
work 38 (e.g., IP packets). Further the control logic 82 con-
figures the source signal processing element 40 to insert into
the header of each such packet the IP address of the destina-
tion signal processing element 40 and the port identifier for
the outbound channel for the call.

Note that, for each TDM channel serviced by the gateway
32, the combination of the IP address of the channel’s signal
processing element 40 and port identifier uniquely identifies
within the gateway 32 the TDM channel. All of the traffic for
the same TDM channel flows through the same port of a
signal processing element 40, and such signal processing
element 40 can control which channel carries outgoing traffic
by controlling from which port the traffic egresses. In other
embodiments, other identifiers for the channels and/or tech-
niques for controlling traffic flow may be used.

Similarly, the central processing element 42 configures the
destination signal processing element 40 to encapsulate the
TDM call data from the call destination device into data
packets compatible with the network 38 (e.g., IP packets).
Further, the central processing element 42 configures the
destination signal processing element 40 to insert into the
header of each such packet the IP address of the source signal
processing element 40 and the port identifier for the inbound
channel.

Thereafter, during the TDM call, TDM data is received by
the source signal processing element 40 from the inbound
channel. Such element 40 packetizes the TDM data into IP
packets and transmits the IP packets via Ethernet protocol to
the central processing element 42. In addition, TDM data is
received by the destination signal processing element 40 from
the outbound channel. Such element 40 packetizes the TDM
data into IP packets and transmits the IP packets via Ethernet
protocol to the central processing element 42. The control
logic 82 of the central processing element 42 forwards the
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packets from the source signal processing element 40 directly
to the destination signal processing element 40 and vice versa
based on comparisons of the IP addresses inserted by the
signal processing elements 40 and a routing table 84 stored in
the memory 80.

In this regard, the routing table 84 maps the IP address of
the destination signal processing element 40 to the media
access control (MAC) address of such element 40, and the
routing table maps the IP address of the source signal pro-
cessing element 40 to the MAC address of such element 40.
As described above, in one embodiment, the signal process-
ing elements 40 communicate with the central processing
element 42 via Ethernet protocols, and the central processing
element 42 uses the routing table 84 to find the MAC address
of the appropriate signal processing element 40 to forward
packets. Thus, using the routing table 84, packets from the
source signal processing element 40 are forwarded to the
destination processing element 40, which deencapsulates
such packets to recover the TDM call data that is to be trans-
mitted via the call’s outbound channel. In addition, packets
from the destination signal processing element 40 are for-
warded to the source signal processing element 40, which
deencapsulates such packets to recover TDM call data that is
to be transmitted via the call’s inbound channel. Accordingly,
the central processing element 42 manages hair pinning of
TDM calls, including packet forwarding, without consuming
network resources external to the gateway 32.

Note that if a particular TDM call originating through one
of the TDM lines 35 is not to be hair pinned (i.e., the call
destination device is not connected to the gateway 32 through
one of the TDM lines 35), then the central processing element
42 sets up the inbound channel, similar to the techniques
described above. However, the central processing element 42
does not set up the outbound channel through one of the signal
processing elements 40. In such case, when the central pro-
cessing element 42 receives a packet from the inbound chan-
nel, the signal processing element 42 forwards the packet to
the network interface 47 for transmission to the network 38.

An exemplary operation and use of the gateway 32 (FIG. 3)
will now be described with particular reference to FIG. 7.

When a TDM call originates via a TDM line 35, the signal
processing element 40 (referred to as the “source signal pro-
cessing element”) coupled to such line 35 receives call sig-
naling information for the call and forwards such information
to the central processing element 42, which sets up the call. In
this regard, upon receiving call signaling information, the
control logic 82 (FIG. 6) of the central processing element 42
determines whether the call is to be hair pinned, as shown by
blocks 100 and 102 of FIG. 7. In particular, the configuration
data 83 is provisioned to indicate a list of telephone numbers
that are accessible through the TDM lines 35, and the data 83
maps each such telephone number to the IP address of the
signal processing element 40 that services the call destination
device identified by the telephone number. The control logic
82 accesses the configuration data 83 to determine whether
the destination phone number in the call signaling informa-
tion matches a phone number in the configuration data 83
indicating that the call is destined for a TDM channel of a
TDM line 35 coupled to the gateway 32. If so, the call is to be
hair pinned, and the control logic 82 internally sets up both an
inbound and an outbound channel, as shown by block 106 of
FIG. 7.

In this regard, the control logic 82 allocates a TDM channel
of'the source signal processing element 40 (which is coupled
to and services the call originating device) as the inbound
channel, and the control logic allocates a TDM channel of the
destination signal processing element 40 (which is coupled to
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and services the call destination device) as the outbound
channel. The control logic 82 further configures the source
signal processing element 40 to encapsulate TDM call data
received from the inbound channel into IP packets that have
the IP address of the destination signal processing element 40
and the port identifier for the outbound channel. The control
logic 82 also configures the destination signal processing
element 40 to encapsulate TDM call data received from the
outbound channel into IP packets that have the IP address of
the source signal processing element 40 and the port identifier
for the inbound channel. As shown by block 108 of FIG. 7, the
central processing element 22 further completes call setup, as
may be appropriate, to ensure that call data successfully flows
through the gateway 32, similar to call setup techniques
known in the art for conventional gateways.

Once the inbound and outbound channels have been estab-
lished and call setup is complete, TDM call data (e.g., voice
data or data for other types of media) may flow across the
TDM lines 35 through the established channels. For TDM
call data received by the gateway 32 from the inbound chan-
nel of the TDM line 35 that is coupled to the call originating
device, the source signal processing element 40 encapsulates
the TDM call data into IP packets and inserts the IP address of
the destination signal processing element 40 and the port
identifier for the outbound channel into the header of each
such packet. The source signal processing element 40 also
wraps each such respective IP packet in an Ethernet frame
having the MAC address of the central processing element 42.
Such frame is communicated to the central processing ele-
ment 42, which compares the IP address of the packet to the
routing table 84 thereby determining that the packet is to be
forwarded to the destination signal processing element 40. In
response, the central processing element 42 wraps the IP
packet in an Ethernet frame having the MAC address of the
destination signal processing element 40.

Upon receiving such frame, the destination signal process-
ing element 40 inserts the frame’s IP packet into its jitter
buffer 64 and eventually processes the packet by deencapsu-
lating the packet to recover TDM call data and transmitting
such data across the TDM line 35 coupled to the call destina-
tion device via the TDM channel (i.e., the outbound channel)
identified by the packet’s port identifier. Thus, the central
processing element 42 forwards packetized TDM call data
from the inbound channel in block 112 of FIG. 7 such that the
TDM call is hair pinned from the inbound channel to the
outbound channel.

Note that TDM call data received via the outbound channel
is similarly processed such that it is hair pinned to the inbound
channel. That is, the destination signal processing element 40
encapsulates such TDM call data into IP packets that have the
1P address of the source signal processing element 40 and the
port identifier for the inbound channel. Such packets are
transmitted to the central processing element 42, which for-
wards the packets to the source signal processing element 40.
The source signal processing element 40 buffers the packets
in its jitter buffer 64 before processing the packets by deen-
capsulating the packets to recover the TDM call data and
transmitting the TDM call data via the inbound channel
across a TDM line 35 coupled to the call originating device.

Eventually, the gateway 32 will receive call signaling infor-
mation from either the inbound channel or outbound channel
indicating that the call is to be terminated. When this occurs,
the central processing element 42 terminates the call and frees
the inbound and outbound channels for use in other calls, as
shown by blocks 121 and 122 of FIG. 7. Techniques for
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terminating TDM calls and freeing allocated channels are
generally well-known and will not be described in detail
herein.

Note that, if the central processing element 42 determines
that the call is not to be hair pinned in block 102, then the
central processing element 42 sets up the inbound channel, as
shown by block 114 of FIG. 7. In such case, the central
processing element 42 discovers the appropriate IP address to
beused for the TDM data received by the gateway 32 from the
inbound channel and configures the source signal processing
element 40 to packetize such TDM data using the discovered
IP address. Note that such IP address does not identify any of
the signal processing elements 40 but rather identifies a
resource external to the gateway 32. Thus, during the TDM
call, the source signal processing element 40 receives TDM
call data from the inbound channel and encapsulates such
data into IP packets that are forwarded by the central process-
ing element 42 to the network interface 47 for transmission to
the network 38. Packets received from the network 38 for the
call are forwarded to the source signal processing element 40,
which communicates the TDM data encapsulated by such
packets through the inbound channel. Techniques for setting
up a call through a gateway 32 that does not hair pin the call
are generally well-known and will not be described in detail
herein.

Accordingly, calls can be routed through the gateway
between devices that are coupled to the TDM lines 35 on the
TDM side of the gateway 32 and devices that are coupled to
the network 38 on the network side of the gateway 32. How-
ever, when a call is between two devices that are both located
on the TDM side of the gateway 32, the gateway 32 hair pins
the call even when the call utilizes signal processing elements
40 and, hence, TDM channels that are asynchronous.

Now, therefore, the following is claimed:

1. A gateway for hair pinning time division multiplexing
(TDM) calls across asynchronous time domains, the gateway
comprising:

anetwork interface coupled to anon-TDM communication
network;

a first signal processing element coupled to a first TDM
line, the first signal processing element configured to
receive a first TDM call via the first TDM line and
convert data from the first TDM call into a first data
packet compatible with the non-TDM communication
network;

a second signal processing element coupled to a second
TDM line, the second signal processing element config-
ured to receive a second TDM call via the second TDM
line and convert data from the second TDM call into a
second data packet compatible with the non-TDM com-
munication network; and

control logic configured to receive the first data packet
from the first signal processing element, the second data
packet from the second signal processing element, and a
plurality of data packets from the first signal processing
element and the second signal processing element, the
control logic configured to forward each of the plurality
of data packets to the network interface for transmission
of each of the plurality of data packets from the network
interface to the non-TDM communication network, the
control logic further configured to determine whether
the first TDM call is to be hair pinned and to forward the
first data packet directly to the second signal processing
element without the gateway transmitting the first data
packet to the non-TDM communication network in
response to a determination that the first TDM call is to
be hair pinned, the second signal processing element
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further configured to transmit data from the first data
packet across the second TDM line,

wherein the first signal processing element and the second

signal processing element operate asynchronously such
that a first time domain of the first signal processing
element for processing TDM calls for the first TDM line
is different than a second time domain of the second
signal processing element for processing TDM calls for
the second TDM line, wherein the first data packet is not
synchronized with the second time domain at ingress to
the second signal processing element, and wherein the
second signal processing element is configured to adjust
atiming ofthe first data packet to accommodate a timing
difference between the timing of the first data packet and
the second time domain.

2. The gateway of claim 1, further comprising a central
processing element having the control logic, wherein the first
signal processing element is configured to transmit the first
data packet to the central processing element, and wherein the
second signal processing element is configured to transmit
the second data packet to the central processing element.

3. The gateway of claim 2, further comprising a housing,
wherein the network interface, the first signal processing
element, the second signal processing element, and the cen-
tral processing element are housed within the housing.

4. The gateway of claim 2, wherein the second signal
processing element comprises a jitter buffer configured to
receive the first data packet.

5. The gateway of claim 1, wherein the non-TDM network
comprises an inter-net Internet protocol (IP) network.

6. The gateway of claim 1, wherein the control logic is
configured to cause the first signal processing element to
insert into the first data packet an identifier of the second
signal processing element in response to the determination.

7. A method for hair pinning time division multiplexing
(TDM) calls across asynchronous time domains, the method
comprising:

providing a gateway coupled between a non-TDM network

and a first TDM line and coupled between the non-TDM
network and a second TDM line, the gateway having a
first signal processing element coupled to the first TDM
line and having a second signal processing element
coupled to the second TDM line, wherein the first signal
processing element and the second signal processing
element are asynchronous such that a first time domain
of the first signal processing element for processing
TDM calls for the first TDM line is different than a
second time domain of the second signal processing
element for processing TDM calls for the second TDM
line;

receiving a first TDM call at the first signal processing

element of the gateway via the first TDM line;
receiving a second TDM call at the second signal process-
ing element of the gateway via the second TDM line;
converting, at the first signal processing element, data from
the first TDM call into a first data packet compatible with
the non-TDM network via the first signal processing
element;
converting, at the second signal processing element, data
from the second TDM call into a second data packet
compatible with the non-TDM network;

receiving a plurality of data packets from the first signal

processing element and the second signal processing
element;
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transmitting each of the plurality of data packets from the
gateway to the non-TDM communication network;

determining that the first TDM call is to be hair pinned;

forwarding the first data packet to the second signal pro-
cessing element without the gateway transmitting the
first data packet to the non-TDM network in response to
the determining;

receiving the first data packet at the second signal process-

ing element while a timing of the first data packet is not
synchronized with the second time domain ofthe second
signal processing element;
adjusting the timing of the first data packet to accommo-
date a timing difference between the timing of the first
data packet and the second time domain; and

communicating data from the first data packet via a TDM
channel of the second TDM line.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the non-TDM network
comprises an Internet protocol (IP) network.

9. The method of claim 7, wherein the gateway has a
housing, and

wherein the first signal processing element and the second

signal processing element reside within the housing.

10. The method of claim 7, further comprising:

transmitting the first data packet and the second data packet

to a central processing element of the gateway;
transmitting the first data packet from the central process-
ing element to the second signal processing element; and
transmitting the second data packet from the central pro-
cessing element to the non-TDM network.

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising buffering
the first data packet via a jitter buffer of the second signal
processing element.

12. The method of claim 7, further comprising configuring
the first signal processing element to insert an identifier of the
second signal processing element into the first data packet in
response to the determining.

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising transmit-
ting the first data packet from the first signal processing
element to a central processing element of the gateway,
wherein the forwarding comprises transmitting the first data
packet from the central processing element to the second
signal processing element based on the identifier inserted into
the first data packet by the first processing element.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the first data packet is
transmitted from the central processing element to the second
signal processing element via an Ethernet frame, wherein the
method further comprises mapping the identifier inserted into
the first data packet to a media access control (MAC) address
of the second signal processing element, and wherein the
forwarding is based on the MAC address.

15. The method of claim 7, wherein the adjusting is per-
formed by a jitter buffer.

16. The method of claim 8, wherein the first data packet is
an [P data packet.

17. The gateway of claim 1, wherein the second signal
processing element comprises a jitter buffer for accommodat-
ing the timing difference between the timing of the first data
packet and the second time domain.

18. The gateway of claim 5, wherein the first data packet is
an [P data packet.



